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				It’s back… slowly
			

								

				
			After a year away spent finishing my dissertation and starting my first year as an assistant professor, I’ve restarted this blog. And, after losing some of the data to a hacking, I’ve tried to clean it up. While it’s not perfect, it’s a space where I can start gathering thoughts for future work.

Much of this blog contributed to my thoughts and words in my forthcoming book and I hope will serve a similar purpose in the future — particularly in terms of scholarship on news as a form of social control.

Enjoy!

					

		
		
			This entry was posted in Uncategorized on May 6, 2013 by Robert.								
	
							
	
				
			
						
				Are you afraid yet?
			

								

				
			Are you afraid? You should be.

 Continue reading →

					

		
		
			This entry was posted in Crime, Sociology/culture on February 22, 2012 by Robert.								
	
							
	
				
			
						
				Mapping Iowa City
			

								

				
			

Like I don’t have enough to do with my dissertation, community organizing, and everything else, I have decided to start mapping Iowa City. It won’t be as great as other projects, such as Bostonography, but I have been inspired by dissertation research and mental mapping that I have been doing in the community that I thought it would be interesting to see how we can look at our own community in different ways. 

So, while not about news, per se, this project does take my dissertation research into place-making among journalists as interpretive communities and placing it into a form of public scholarship. Above, for instance, is the start of mapping Iowa City bus lines as part of an effort to get the city to revisit its busing policies.

Any thoughts are welcome.

					

		
		
			This entry was posted in Uncategorized on February 5, 2012 by Robert.								
	
							
	
				
			
						
				NBC-approved
			

								

				
			Possibly the best part of last night’s NBC interview with Steve Bloom about his Atlantic piece was (besides when he raised his hands and called Willie Geist “Willie”) when this blog scrolled across the screen!

Still, I think media have missed a lot of other, more important aspects of this story, which you can flip through my blog to see.

					

		
		
			This entry was posted in Sociology/culture and tagged Atlantic, Bloom, iowa, nbc on January 3, 2012 by Robert.								
	
							
	
				
			
						
				Is Iowa City the next Keokuk?
			

								

				
			Published this week: Iowa City is safe, but don’t worry — it’s not that safe. (And at least it’s better than Keokuk.)

 Continue reading →
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